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a novel

Mark sarvas

a sophisticated, sterling debut by a wonderful emerging talent—the founder of the popular 
literary blog The Elegant Variation.

Harry, Revised is the hilarious and tender story of Harry Rent, a down-on-his-luck widower, who tries to 
reinvent himself following his wife’s untimely death. Harry’s emotional journey takes him from his own 
solipsistic and outrageously misdirected fantasies about an obsidian-haired, twenty-two-year-old waitress 
at his local greasy spoon to the tenuous beginnings of an actual personal transformation. at once deeply 
moving and darkly comedic, Harry, Revised is an extraordinary novel about the measure of a man’s worth. 
                  

advance praise for Harry, Revised:

“Mark Sarvas’s first novel is funny and sad, rueful, wised-up, and curiously moving. a remarkable debut.” 
—Booker Prize winner John Banville, bestselling author of The Sea

“Mark Sarvas’s debut novel is fun, fast, and heartfelt, an exemplar of the coming-of-middle-age novel in which an 
overgrown boy finally learns to grow up and deal with the world with greater compassion and maturity—even 
if that’s no guarantee he won’t stop running into things.”—Joshua Ferris, author of Then We Came to the End

“as witty, erudite, and outrageous as Waugh, with a flawed hero worthy of Roth. a marvelous, enviable debut.” 
—andrew sean Greer, author of The Confessions of Max Tivoli

“Harry, Revised is immensely readable, very funny, and rich with earned emotion—the sort of novel (rare in this age) 
that you read in one or two sittings, and that moves you as much as it makes you laugh.”—david Leavitt
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Mark sarvas is the 
founder of the popular 
litblog The Elegant 

Variation, which Forbes 
and Entertainment 

Weekly have named as 
one of the best blogs 
on the Web. His fiction 
has appeared in Troika 

Magazine, the Wisconsin 

Review, Apostrophe, 
Thought Magazine, and 
Pindeldyboz and as part 
of the Spoken interludes 
and vermin on the Mount 
reading series in los 
angeles. His criticism has 
appeared in the New York 

Times Book Review, the 
Three Penny Review, and 
the Philadelphia Inquirer.  
this is his first novel. He 
lives with his wife in los 
angeles.
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